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The mission of IMSA, the world’s leading  
teaching and learning laboratory for imagination 
and inquiry, is to ignite and nurture creative, 
ethical, scientific minds that advance the human 
condition, through a system distinguished by 
profound questions, collaborative relationships, 
personalized experiential learning, global  
networking, generative use of technology and 
pioneering outreach.
As a teaching and learning laboratory created  
by the State of Illinois, IMSA enrolls academically 
talented Illinois students (grades 10–12)  
in its advanced, residential program, and it 
serves thousands of educators and students in 
Illinois and beyond through innovative  
instructional programs that foster imagination 
and inquiry. IMSA also advances education 
through research, ground-breaking ventures, 
and strategic partnerships.
Providing Opportunities for Mathematics and Science Enrichment
FUNDING
IMSA’s operating budget is funded largely by the State of Illinois, 
which provides support for most on-campus and many statewide 
programs and services. IMSA also secures additional program support 
from local, state and federal government grants, as well as private 
donations and grants through the IMSA Fund for Advancement of 
Education (IMSA Fund). Through this generous support, school-
year PROMISE Programs are offered free of charge to qualifying 
individuals. A $50 participation fee is required of participants in our 
SEAMS summer residential program.
ABOUT IMSA
Established by the State of Illinois to develop talent and leadership 
in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), the 
Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy (IMSA) has become an 
internationally recognized, world-class powerhouse for inspiring, 
challenging and nurturing talented students who use their 
exceptional abilities to improve people’s lives. IMSA’s advanced 
residential college preparatory program enables academically 
talented Illinois students in grades 10-12 to reach extraordinary 
levels of achievement.
IMSA is tuition-free; an annual student fee is assessed based 
on family size and income. No student is ever refused enrollment 
because of inability to pay. Applicants are required to submit grade 
reports, SAT test scores, teacher evaluations and several personal 
essays. Selection criteria includes a demonstrated interest in STEM, 
a history of academic achievement, and involvement in leadership 
and extracurricular activities.
DIVERSITY AT IMSA
IMSA is committed to serving historically underrepresented 
and underserved students who have talent and interest in 
mathematics and science. To accomplish this goal, we actively 
recruit prospective students from all regions of Illinois. In 
addition, through the PROMISE Programs, we provide academic 
opportunities for underserved students who express an interest in 
attending the Academy.
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PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR MATHEMATICS  
SCIENCE ENRICHMENT (PROMISE) 
Serving underrepresented and economically disadvantaged 
students who have talent and interest in mathematics and 
science is a high priority of the Illinois Mathematics and Science 
Academy. We actively recruit from all regions of the State 
of Illinois. PROMISE Programs address the challenges of 
underrepresented and economically disadvantaged students 
through contact and intervention in the form of academic 
enrichment programming early in a student’s educational 
experience. The Academy continues to create and develop 
a culturally rich and inclusive environment that affirms and 
celebrates individual differences.
The PROMISE Program is an excellent opportunity for students 
to learn more about IMSA and the way we provide instruction. 
The program participants work directly with IMSA faculty, staff 
and student tutors. Students participate in activities that encour-
age creativity, collaboration and “thinking out of the box.” More-
over, students who have an interest in attending IMSA can get a 
better feel for whether they are a fit for the Academy.”
- Dr. Anita White, IMSA Science Faculty
 “It is difficult to put into words how much my daughter has 
enjoyed EIP, as well as the SEAMS program last summer. As her 
parents, we have enjoyed listening to her share her experiences 
with such enthusiasm and with a smile. Rarely does she come 
home from her traditional school with such enthusiasm to share 
her day with us.  To hear her recount how she enjoyed sharing 
and hearing ideas with other PROMISE peers and mentors 
really makes me feel hopeful for her. In her current school 
environment, she doesn’t have the opportunity to engage in such 
a collaborative setting.”
- Parent of IMSA PROMISE participant
LEADING STUDENTS 2 SUCCESS (LS2S) 
LS2S is a cross-age cooperative learning program for 
students in the 5th-8th grades, designed to expose 
underrepresented and economically disadvantaged students 
to STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) 
related experiences, as well as introduce them to inquiry and 
problem-based learning. Through a process of collaboration, 
discussion, and analytical exploration of mathematical and 
scientific concepts, LS2S assists students in their academic 
and social endeavors. LS2S is held on eight Saturdays during 
the fall and winter at the Illinois Mathematics and Science 
Academy in Aurora.
EARLY INVOLVEMENT PROGRAM (EIP)
EIP serves students during the fall and winter they are 
enrolled in the 9th grade. The program is designed to help 
underrepresented and economically disadvantaged students 
improve their mathematics, science, and English skills. In 
addition, EIP supports participants’ preparation for application 
to IMSA, should they choose to apply. EIP is held on 10 
Saturdays during the fall and winter. The program includes 
discovery-based and collaborative research activities as well 
as preparation for the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT). Students 
develop research, decision-making and self-motivation skills 
while studying mathematics, science, and English literature. 
Students and parents also attend an orientation at IMSA.
SUMMER ENRICHMENT FOR ACADEMICS IN 
MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE (SEAMS)
SEAMS serves students in the summer after their 8th grade 
year. This two-week, residential experience is designed 
to improve mathematics, science, and English skills, and 
prepare students interested in attending the Academy for 
the application process. Group inquiry and problem-solving 
are a primary focus in the academic curriculum. In addition, 
the residence hall experience focuses on interpersonal skills 
development. The SEAMS program is held at the Academy 





The PROMISE Programs are offered for academically 
talented students interested in mathematics and science 
who have not had access to enrichment programs. 
Admission to the PROMISE programs is by application only. 
Applications are accepted in March-April for the summer 
SEAMS program, and in August-September for the fall 
LS2S and EIP programs. Application requirements are as 
follows for all programs:
• Submit the online application at www.imsa.edu
• Request a principal/counselor form and a math 
-OR- science evaluation be submitted on your 
behalf (requests can be conducted through online 
application)
• Request grades from the past two school years to be 
sent to IMSA Admissions
IMSA PROMISE is a key institutional program that provides an 
introduction to the Academy and years of interaction with IMSA 
faculty, staff and students. As Admissions staff, the program 
allows us an opportunity to get to know students academically, 
socially and emotionally, to better support them through the 
admissions process, should they apply. We also develop strong 
relationships with students’ families. Parents know that because 
their children are well taken care of during the PROMISE 
Programs, that they will also be well taken care of once they 
become a student at the Academy.”
- Quintin Backstrom, IMSA Admissions Counselor
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